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and ammunition, lately arrived from Burmah. They
reached Mirzapore just after the news of the outbreak
at Allahabad had been reported in the city, and when
it was rumoured that the rebels from the latter place
were only a few miles distant. The consequence was,
that on the Tuesday following my departure a general
panic seized the residents, and they rushed for their
lives on board the steamer, which, with my family, had
returned from Allahabad, and had arrived in Mirza-
pore. The residents, with the exception of three or
four, and the officers of the sepoy regiment, left for
Ohunar, where they resided in the fort for a few days.
Part of the regiment only had been despatched by the
steamer; the rest came in boats a short time after-
wards. These men, on reaching Benares, where British
troops were stationed, were commanded not to anchor
on the Benares side of the river, but on the opposite
side, lest they should mutiny and spread devastation
through the neighbourhood; and so great was the dread
of them in Benares, that much excitement existed
among the residents so long as they remained at anchor
there; and yet they were sent on to join their brethren
at Mirzapore, which was totally unprotected by English
soldiers!

Strange to say, the sepoys, though^ shewing a bad
spirit, and though known to be in ill-humour, did not
follow the example of their mutinous comrades gene-
rally. Notwithstanding the turbulence in its neigh-
bourhood, and the excitement into which it was thrown,
the city of Mirzapore continued loyal. After a few